Project Description

Dante’s (ArtSeed) Inferno
and other responses to the Divine Comedy

From Autumn of 2000 to Spring of 2001 a handful of students from Benjamin Franklin Middle School discussed sin and pictured the punishments of hell after reading cantos from Dante’s medieval classic, The Inferno. This Western Addition Beacon Center afterschool program often exchanged ideas and images with another group of youngsters at Synergy School in the Mission District of San Francisco. Using a variety of materials both classes explored portraiture, landscape, still-life, abstraction and conceptual (map-making) skills. In addition to these teens from both public and private schools a group of adults from Studio One in Oakland joined the fun for nine winter weeks. 

Finally, with only two weeks until showtime, some preschoolers from the afterschool enrichment class at Chinese American International School called A World of Our Own got involved. You will notice their felt banners overhead as you exit the library. These 3-6 year olds were given a synopsis of Dante’s story which unfolds concentrically. They discussed characters they would likely meet on the way to the center of this scary place. We sewed at least two areas on each map so that paradise could also be represented. And since hearts are a favorite shape we used them upside down to represent flames. This seems appropo as Dante believed that love was the source of all virtue and all vice. 

All four groups are directed by artist Josefa Vaughan who concieved of ArtSeed in the winter of 2000 during preparations for her March 2000 residency at the De Young Museum’s Artist Studio. Vaughan has integrated the markmaking of others into her own artwork since 1988. Her interest in the benefits of bringing diverse groups together in her own artwork has led to culminations of her teaching experience like this exhibition at the Western Addition Library.

ArtSeed brings professional artists into diverse communities to develop learning opportunities and permanent works of art. Individual portfolios are developed as are larger collaborative pieces. Our mission is to expand the potential of the fine arts to enrich lives by sharing hands-on practices in experimental and classical traditions which culminate in new friendships and public exhibitions. We believe that this kind of cross-fertilization makes for more insightful art which helps to bring about an increasingly better world. For more information contact: Josefa Vaughan (415) 641-5909 or go to www.josefa.com. We would like to express our gratitude to: Di Starr, Sung-Ah Chang, Kelly Ording, Lesley McClintock, Marisa Kunz, Elaine Williamson and Kinji Hayashi. Special thanks also to Anita Fabre, who loaned us her classroom at Benjamin Franklin Middle School along with her practical and moral support. 

